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1.0

Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues

11

The purpose of this report is to set out for Members consideration a draft council response to the

recently published Public Health Agency’s draft ‘Partnership and Engagement Strategy 2025-2030'.

2.0

Recommendations

2.1

Members are asked to:
i.  note the contents of this report
ii. consider and agree proposed draft Council response attached at appendix 1

iii. agree that the proposed Council response, reflecting any comments received from Members of
the, be submitted to the Public Health Agency (PHA) in line with the deadline (19 December

2025). The response will state it remains subject to ratification by Full Council in January 2026.

3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Background

The Public Health Agency (PHA) has recently published for consultation a draft Partnership and
Engagement Strategy for the period 2025-2030. The purpose of the draft Strategy is to set out a set of
priorities with measurable indicators which shows a strong commitment to working with people and
communities. A copy of the draft strategy is available @ Public Health Agency Partnership and
Engagement Strateqy 2025-2030 | HSC Public Health Agency. Feedback is sought by 19" Dec. 2025.

The stated vision is to “to make partnership and engagement working essential to Health and Social
Care in a way that supports a healthier population”. The draft strategy shows that the PHA is renewing
its commitment to working in partnership with others. It intends to do this through two key areas:

listening to people’s experiences and involving them.

PHA states that it is making changes to how it works to better support people’s health, with plans to
deliver services more locally, focusing on neighbourhoods and tackling health inequalities. PHA intends
to create a focused team which will support how the PHA engages and partners with service users,
carers, families, communities and the general public with a view to improve health and wellbeing for

everyone.

Key considerations
In reviewing the draft strategy, there is a clear omission or reference to the role of local authorities and
the Council in promoting health and wellbeing within the city or the collaborative work already underway

with the PHA in delivering the ambitions set out within the Belfast Agenda.



https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/about-us/consultations/current-consultations/public-health-agency-partnership-and-engagement
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/about-us/consultations/current-consultations/public-health-agency-partnership-and-engagement

3.5

3.6

In fact, the Council is already actively partnering with the PHA, and wider health sector partners, on a
number of initiatives and programmes under the auspices of community planning including the joint
funding and work being taken forward through the Belfast Health and Development Unit (e.g. Take 5,
Active Belfast, Age Friendly Belfast), Heathier Systems 4 Healthier Weight (previously known as whole

systems approach to obesity), Belfast Learning Cities.

The draft response attached at appendix 1, outlines these key points for consideration of the Public

Health Agency.

Financial & Resource Implications

3.7

There is no financial or resource implications contained within this report.

Equality or Good Relations Implications / Rural Needs Assessment

3.8

There are no equality or good relations implications associated with this report.

4.0

Appendices — Documents Attached

Appendix 1: Draft Belfast City Council response




